
November 2016  The Caravan Club Magazine  73

TOWABILITY
While an MTPLM of just under 1,500kg can 
hardly be described as featherweight, it still 
trumps a lot of rival offerings and allows for  
a decent choice of suitable tow chariots.

Weight distribution is nigh on perfect,  
with all the heavy gear in the kitchen, either 
directly above or just forward of the axle;  
and, as is the norm on more upmarket tourers 
now, you get the combination of Al-Ko’s ATC 
electronic traction control system and a 
built-in hitch stabiliser as standard.

USABILITY
The increasing popularity of siting the 
washroom in the centre of the caravan in 
fixed-bed models is easy to understand; you 
still get en-suite facilities, but you also have 
the flexibility to separate the washroom off 
from the bedroom and the lounge, making it 
equally accessible from both. You’ll appreciate 
the lack of disturbance if you have guests 
staying over, or if you’re having an early night 
while others are still up. And each member  
of a couple has what might be regarded  
as a private entrance to the bedroom: there  
are two sliding doors either side of the 
forward-facing island bed. Nicely done.

The amount of storage space – and 
how easily you can get to it – is 

a Clubman strong point, 
and the excitement 

starts before you even 
get inside; the space 
under the double bed 
at the back is 
accessible via not one 
but two exterior 

hatches, one on either 
sidewall. Over on the 

nearside, a sealed wet 
locker hosts a mains socket 

(alongside a gas barbecue point). 
The vast front gas locker is 
helpfully illuminated.

Indoors, there are so many 
places to stow possessions that it 

should be easy to eliminate clutter. 
All the shelves in the deep overhead 

lockers are removable – a 
commendable, user-friendly touch that 

increases versatility. Both underseat 
lockers in the lounge have full-width front 

“The designers have 
packed a lot into a fairly 
modest space”

Welcome to the Club

I 
t’s refreshing to see caravan manufacturers 
taking a bit of a risk. I applaud Lunar for 
launching the new Clubman SR, which 
includes a luxurious lounge, full-featured 
bedroom with adjustable fixed double 

island bed, full-width central washroom and 
a showpiece kitchen – all in a single-axle 
bodyshell that measures a modest 24ft long. 
To squeeze all that in, Lunar’s designers have 
had to chance their arm – let’s see how they 
managed it, and whether or not it works.

 
CONSTRUCTION
The huge, sleek, one-piece aluminium 
sidewalls look imposing and feel very sturdy, 
and it’s good to see heavy-duty corner 
steadies. The curved, full-height front panel 
now incorporates a sunroof – although, given 
that the latest Clubman spec extends to a 
massive Maxi Skyview rooflight that runs 
most of the length of the lounge/kitchen 
area, this seems to be more for reasons of 
fashion than functionality.

Indoors, I was impressed by the neat 
presentation, although there were a 
couple of examples of uneven panel gaps 
on locker/cupboard doors. Two of the 
pleated blinds on the lounge windows also 
had the annoying habit of lowering 
themselves by a few inches 
over a period of time.
 

Rob McCabe takes a look at Lunar’s latest, but is 
the Clubman SR a shining star or all razzle-dazzle?

TEST : LUNAR CLUBMAN SR

TECHNICAL

RRP £24,324 OTR
Overall length  24ft (7.32m)
Overall width  7ft 8in (2.33m)
Overall height  8ft 9in (2.66m)
Internal length  18ft 11in (5.77m)
Max internal height 6ft 5in (1.95m)
MRO 1,340kg (26.4cwt)
MTPLM  1,495kg (29.4cwt)
User payload  155kg (3.0cwt)
Berths  4
NCC approved Yes
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Kitchen work surface is 
generous, while storage 
is plentiful (inset)

Lounge double can  
be made up quickly
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KITCHEN
Not much compromise in evidence here, 
though. What a pleasing, bounteous slab of 
work surface – and a pull-up extension on the 
end boosts it even more. All of that, plus the 
hob, are well-lit by the dedicated kitchen 
lighting and the many lamps that surround 
the area. The hob itself features three gas 
burners and an electric hotplate. There’s a 
separate grill and oven, with a fitted 
microwave in a panel above the attractively 
slimline fridge-freezer. 

Storage options are considerable, including 
a sturdy, pull-out wire rack, two drawers and 
an overhead locker with a removable shelf. 

WASHROOM
The designers have packed a lot into a fairly 
modest space. As you open the door from the 
lounge, the loo is on the left, and a heated 
towel rail adds a welcome touch of luxury for 
those chilly winter trips. Straight ahead is the 
focal point of the boutique-styled wash-hand 
basin (plastic, unfortunately), which sits in 
front of a big, backlit mirror.

The shower compartment is on the right, 
and this too is a good ’un, with a powerful 
lamp, shelving and a raised platform for easy 
foot-scrubbing. The tile-effect plastic panel 
gives a nice finishing touch.

LIGHTING AND ELECTRICS
Brilliant – in both senses of the word. There’s 
a wide choice of ambient lighting options; the 
cool glow emitted from both above and 
under the overhead lockers, and from above 
the front window, looks fantastic in the 
evening. It’s the best mood lighting set-up 
I’ve encountered in a caravan. When you 
need a bit more punch, the roof-mounted 
reinforcements strategically located 
throughout come into play.

There are two TV viewing locations – in 
the bedroom and lounge. Both have satellite 
connectivity. There’s another mains socket in 
the bedroom, one in the kitchen (alongside  
a pair of USB sockets) and one in the external 
wet locker.

The Alde central heating/hot water 
system works on either gas or electricity,  
and is controlled from a wall panel by the 
entrance door. The stereo radio/CD player 
outputs to four speakers and is Bluetooth/
USB-compatible, although this hadn’t been 
fitted to our early-production test vehicle,  
so I can’t comment on the sound quality.

VERDICT
A great layout that has been well thought-
out and finished. All the key areas – lounge, 
bedroom, kitchen and washroom – 
impress. The Clubman SR is well worth 
adding to your shortlist if you’re in the 
market for a top-end fixed-bed caravan.

with plump, supportive upholstery and 
good bolsters to flop against in all four 
corners. It’s easy on the eye, too. 

Lunar lists the sofas on the spec sheet as 
providing two single beds which, considering 
each is a mere five feet long, is stretching it 
somewhat. If you do have overnight guests, 
they’ll enjoy a super double – which is 
quickly made up by sliding out two bases 
from either sofa. No stressing over moody 
slats on board this one!

That enormous new Skyview really does 
flood the caravan with light, helping to 
make the lounge (and indeed the adjacent 
kitchen) pleasantly airy, even when 
sunlight is scarce.

The rear bedroom is fantastic. The 
infrastructure surrounding the bed is 
particularly impressive, giving both 
occupants their own illuminated wardrobe, 
chest of drawers and generously-
proportioned bedside table (the latter 
renders the overhead paraphernalia shelves 
redundant, but these too are a good size).

There’s a mains socket on one side of the 
bed, and a switch for the lights on the other. 
As well as a wall bracket and all the 
necessary sockets to connect a TV, there’s 
an extra pair of speakers for the built-in 
stereo, which lives in one of the new 
overhead corner lockers in the lounge.  
With a window on either sidewall and a big, 
wide-opening sunroof, this room is as light 
and airy as the rest of the caravan.

The bed retracts into ‘day mode’, releasing 
a little space at its foot. It’s comfy, though 
when fully extended it’s only six feet long. 
I’m 5ft 11in and found it okay, but if you’re 
taller you’ll want to give it a good try-out on 
the forecourt. This aspect is the most 
obvious compromise that Lunar has made 
with regard to the layout.

Lunar Caravans Ltd, 
Sherdley Road, 
Lostock Hall, Preston, 
Lancashire PR5 5JF. 
Call 01772 337628 or 
see lunarcaravans.com
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hatches; tug open the offside one and you’ll 
see the fusebox. 

The under-bed compartment is just as 
easy to reach from the inside as it is from the 
outside: the bed base eases up serenely with 
the help of two-finger pressure and 
self-supports when opened fully. It’s a more 
compact space than you usually find under a 
fixed double bed, but it still pays its way – for 
example, the removable carpet sections can 
be rolled up in here with room to spare. It’s a 
fine carpet, by the way; plump and squidgy, 
and divided into easily-manageable sections. 

The free-standing table compartment  
is right next to the lounge, exactly where  
it should be – although thanks to the 
excellent front chest extension that slides 
out from under the top, you may not need 
the table at all.

Other welcome touches include an 
external services light on the offside wall, 
stereo speakers in the bedroom to 
complement the pair in the lounge and  
a couple of key-friendly cubby-holes above 
the main door. This is also where you’ll find 
the 12V system’s touch-control panel. 
Although it’s hi-tech, the tacky black plastic 
fascia that surrounds it is decidedly low-rent. 

LIVING AND SLEEPING
The lounge may be small, but it’s big when it 
comes to quality. The sofas are sumptuous, 

Light and airy lounge 

Bedroom 
infrastructure is 
impressive


